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Israel 'stealing organs' from bodies in Gaza, alleges human rights group 
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Israel's army has been accused of stealing organs from the dead in Gaza by an NGO, which called for an independent international investigation. 


Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor said on Sunday it had "concerns" alăzlut pessilelteos(/Aretwvsflefrtenalestinian corpses, following reports by medical profess 
Gaza who examined some bodies after they were released by Israel. 
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Medical professionals reportedly found vital organs, such as livers, kidneys and hearts, alongside cochleas and corneas, were missing, which the Euro-Med 
called "evidence" of potential organ theft. 


They aiso ciaimed israei exhumed and confiscated corpses from a mass grave îhai was dug more îhan 10 days ago in a couriyard ai ai-Shifa. 


The israeii Defence Force has been approached for comment. 
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without the consent of families, calling such accusations "antisemitic". 


Organ theft cannot be proven or disproven by forensic medical examination alone since multiple bodies underwent surgery prior to death, doctors at several 
hospitals were cited as saying by Euro-Med. 


cA hi prangination Ab fi sovered corpses is not possible given the intense Israeli attacks on Gaza, they claimed. This follows comments by Palestinian hea 
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Israel has long been accused of harvesting organs 
Reports have circulated in recent years that Israel is unlawfully using Palestinian corpses. 


In her book Over Their Dead Bodies, Israeli doctor Meira Weiss claimed organs were taken from dead Palestinians between 1996 and 2002 and used in med 
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A controversial Israeli television investigation in 2014 included confessions from high-ranking officials that skin was taken from the bodies of dead Palestinia 
African workers to treat Israelis, such as soldiers with burn injuries. 


In it, the director of the Israeli Skin Bank revealed the country's reservâNorie (/AMwauraaep sem/nayaliateregiienap huge number relative to Israel's popula 
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Israel is thought to be the biggest hub for the illegal global trade in human organs, according to a 2008 investigation by the American CNN network. 
Euro-Med Monitor claimed Israel is one of the "world's biggest hubs for the illegal trade of human organs under the pretext of 'security deterrence”. 


It urged the country to abide by "international law" and reiterated the "necessity of respecting and protecting the bodies of the dead during armed conflicts. 
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or any disrespectful treatment of their bodies. 


Paleșținianbodieayreportediy being withheld by Israeli forces 
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(Euro-Med also accused Israel of holding the remains of dozens of Palestinians killed during its military operation in Gaza since 7 October, though some have 
handed over to the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
This is considered by some a punitive practice to deny families the chance of burying their loved ones. 
Israel has a long history of holding onto the bodies of dead Palestinians, Euro-Med Monitor said. 
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Refusing to hand over the bodies of the dead to grieving families for PArj 0/0 ame ri i geliasțive punishment, which again is forbidden under the Fourth ! 
Convention, Euro-Med monitor pointed out. 


Burying the dead is considered a fundamental and significant religiousPiRi9veridiiri ve, Hanecia/diseper-turkiys) and spiritual significance. 
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